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Areni Kelleppan started with the Abbotsford Community Foundation in late 2022, as the 
incoming Executive Director, a role she officially holds as of January 2023. 

Born and raised in Vancouver, she spent many years in the business world while consistently 
investing in the communities she’s lived in through volunteerism. In 2010, she made the leap 
into non-profit leadership full time, bringing her business acumen to work for causes she 
cares most about. 

Areni has worked throughout the Lower Mainland, the Okanagan, the Edmonton Area, and 
Calgary. For over 2 decades, she has been a leader in a range of sectors including lumber 
and building materials, the environment, agriculture and food security, and most recently, 
gender-based violence and mental health. A family violence survivor and 2nd generation 
immigrant, she has spent a lifetime making sense of her own biases and shifting her 
understanding of what living in a just society actually means to her. She hopes to never stop 
learning even as she continues to offer her professional expertise, her lived wisdom, and her 
desire to empower others in contributing to a kinder, more equitable, and empathetic world in 
some way.  

For her, the work of the Foundation encompasses her passion for strengthening the resiliency 
of community and engaging with a diversity of stakeholders to make that happen. Having 
recently re-located, she is excited to immerse herself in all things Abbotsford and share in the 
vibrancy of her new home. 
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